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MISSION TO SEAFARERS SYDNEY 

2026 Facts Sheet  

Website: http://www.missiontoseafarerssydney.org.au/ shortcut: helpseafarers.au 

Organisation Basics 

• Part of the Mission to Seafarers global network: the largest seaport-based welfare organisation in the 
world — active in 200+ ports, supporting almost 2 million seafarers worldwide, of all nations & faiths.  

• In Australia: 27 centres, 4 in NSW (also active in Port Moresby). 

• Core services: mental, physical, emotional and spiritual care for all seafarers visiting Sydney; provide 
recreation centre in Millers Point, free mini-bus transport, ship visits, welfare/justice advocacy, 
counselling/prayer/spiritual care on request, hospital visits and goods delivered to crew in need.  

• Seafarers visiting the Sydney centre come from ~60 nations — mainly the Philippines, China and 
India, with significant numbers from Sri Lanka, Ukraine, Russia, Romania, Poland and Ghana. 

• Registered charity founded in 1881 — Sydney is celebrating its 145th anniversary in 2026. Serves 
seafarers of all faiths and nationalities with spiritual support provided on request. Chaplains are trusted 
because they are neutral - there to help and listen; motivated by showing God’s love in action. 

Key Statistics — 2025 data (as reported at the 2026 AGM) 

Seafarers welcomed to the Sydney centre 
7,015 

Seafarers transported to/from the Mission 
10,028 

Ship visits in 2025 
808 (up from 370 in 2023, ~ 600 in 2024) 

The need: Botany cargo vessels unvisited 
~800/year (due to capacity, not lack of need) 
~1,600 cargo vessels visit Port Botany each year 

Justice, safety & conditions concerns identified 
359 
 

Goods delivered 
$21,750 across 1,410 parcels 

Seafarers through Sydney ports/year 
~400,000 including cruise and cargo 
 

Breakdown -  
Cargo ships at all NSW ports ~ 110,000  
Sydney ~40,000 cargo; plus ~360,000 cruise crew 

 

Over 95% of goods travel to or from Australia by sea – seafarers bring us the goods we need. 

Funding & partners 

• NSW Seafarers Welfare Fund — established 2023 by Port Authority of NSW, NSW Ports, and Port of 
Newcastle. Gives annual grants to NSW seafarer welfare charities including MtS Sydney. 

• Ongoing key partners: Sydney Bethel Union, Port Authority of NSW, NSW Ports. 

 

Latest MtS Stories: see our website Latest News: https://missiontoseafarerssydney.org.au/mission-to-
seafarers-latest-news/ 

 

Best of Videos: Youtube @MissionToSeafarersSydney 

 

Media Contact: Nadja Leffler, Communications Manager. Nadja.leffler@missiontoseafarers.org.au 

Ph: 61 2 92413009 
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